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Open Source Software (“OSS”) at UC: 
Use and Redistribution of Modified & Unmodified OSS 

  Internal use (at UC) External distribution (outside UC) 

 OSS Licenses 
OSS 

Unmodified  

OSS with Bug 
Fixes or 

Otherwise 
Modified  

OSS 
Unmodified    Bug Fixes  

OSS 
Otherwise 
Modified 

OSS  
function 

calls only  

 
BSD  (Berkeley Software 
Distribution)   
Must retain © notice 

Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk 

 
MIT  
Must include original © 
notice 

Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk 

 

Apache 1.x (not 2.0 or 
later)   
Must reproduce original © 
notice 

Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk 

 

GPL 1.x / 2.x, or LGPL 2.x 
(GNU General Public 
License) – but not 3.0 or 
“any later version” of GPL   
H 

Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk Low Risk 

 
Educational Community 
License v2.0 (ECL-2.0) 
PG, H ** 

Low Risk  
 

Low Risk  
 

Low Risk 
 

Low Risk 
 

Low Risk 
 

Low Risk 
 

 
Apache 2.0 
PG, H ** 

Low Risk with 
Internal Use 

Notice  

Low Risk with 
Internal Use 

Notice  

Low Risk 
 

Low Risk 
 

Moderate 
Risk 

Low Risk 
 

 
Eclipse Public License 
1.0 and 2.0  
PG, H 

Low Risk with 
Internal Use 

Notice  

Low Risk with 
Internal Use 

Notice  

Low Risk 
 

Low Risk 
 

Moderate 
Risk  

Low Risk 
 

 
MPL 2.0 (Mozilla Public 
License)  
PG, H 

Low Risk with 
Internal Use 

Notice 

Low Risk w/ 
Bug Fixes 

ONLY 
 

Low Risk 
 

Low Risk 
 

Moderate 
Risk  

Moderate 
Risk  

 
Affero General Public 
License (AGPL)  3.0 
PG, H 

Low Risk with 
Internal Use 

Notice 

Low Risk with 
Internal Use 

Notice 
High Risk High Risk High Risk Moderate 

Risk  

 

GPL 3.0 or LGPL 3.0 
(GNU General Public 
License)  
PG, H 

Low Risk with 
Internal Use 

Notice 

Low Risk with 
Internal Use 

Notice 
High Risk High Risk High Risk High Risk 

 Other OSS Licenses  Contact Licensing Office 
 

GREEN  [Low Risk] YELLOW  [Moderate Risk] RED  [High Risk] 
Legend – colors are intended to guide the delegated authority through levels of potential risk regarding these OSS licenses.  All OSS 
licensing of Regents-owned copyrights requires approval of the appropriate delegated authority, regardless of the “risk” categories.   

PG is a “patent-granting” OSS license  

H is a “hereditary” OSS license (sometimes referred to as viral) 

** The heredity requirement may be overridden for derivative works in accordance with section 4 of Apache 2.0 and ECL 2.0 (i.e., it is possible add your 
own copyright statement to your modifications). 

 


